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Visitor Center Funding (DOT) 
County Route Administrator Type

Allocation 

Began

SRPA 

Funds

Highway 

Funds

CAMDEN US 17 Camden County Public 1989 $100,000 $50,000

DARE * US 64/264 Outer Banks Visitors Bureau Public N/A $0 $0

DARE * US 158 Outer Banks Visitors Bureau Public N/A $0 $0

TYRRELL US 64 Partnership for the Sounds, Inc. Non-profit 1995 $100,000 $50,000

CARTERET US 70 Carteret Tourism Development Bureau Public 1995 $100,000 $50,000

BRUNSWICK US 17 Southeastern Welcome Center Non-profit 1992 $100,000 $50,000

CASWELL US 29 Piedmont Triad Visitor Center Non-profit 1994 $100,000 $50,000

RANDOLPH ** I 73/74 Public/Private Partnership Public/Private 

Partnership N/A $0 $0

WILKES US 421 Wilkes County Public 2010 $100,000 $0

MCDOWELL US 221 McDowell Chamber of Commerce Non-profit 2004 $100,000 $25,000

MACON US 23/441 Smoky Mountain Host Non-profit 1990 $100,000 $50,000

HAYWOOD * US 19A/23 Haywood Tourism Development 

Authority

Public

N/A $0 $0

WATAUGA *** US 321 N.C. High Country Host Non-profit 1992 $100,000 $50,000

COLUMBUS US 701 Town of Tabor City Public 2005 $100,000 $0

COLUMBUS US 76 Town of Fair Bluff Public 2010 $100,000 $0

TRANSYLVANIA **** Dupont State 

Forest

DENR, Division of Forest Resources Public 2005 $100,000 $25,000

Centers Located at Non-NCDOT Sites:

**** DENR has received $125,000 in construction funding and allocations totaling $46,500 for operational assistance.

   *** Watauga County Center located at US 321 is on NCDOT Right of Way, but is not attached to an NCDOT  rest area.

       * Center operations funded through occupancy tax.

     ** Center operated per a public-private partnership between NCDOT and private entity. 

Centers Located at NCDOT Rest Area Facilities:
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Special Registration Plate Account 
 

 

 

FY 2009-10 

Total Special Registration Plate Account Receipts:                 4,926,412 

Plate Costs, Issuance/Handling, Advertising (G.S. 20-79.7(c)(1)):                  1,019,164  

Visitor Center Allocations (G.S. 20-79.7(c)(2)): 

  Dismal Swamp Canal Visitor Center                     100,000  

  Smoky Mountain Host                     100,000  

  Southeastern Welcome Center                     100,000  

  N. C. High Country Host, Inc.                     100,000  

  Piedmont Triad Visitor Center                     100,000  

  Carteret Co. Tourism Dev. Bureau                     100,000  

  Partnership for the Sounds, Inc.                     100,000  

  McDowell Chamber of Commerce                     100,000  

  Town of Tabor City                     100,000  

  DENR- Transylvania County                       16,000  

Subtotal:                     916,000  

Other Authorized Allocations (G.S. 20-79.7(c)(3)): 

Dept. of Transportation - Highway Beautification (50%)                  1,495,624  

Dept. of Commerce - Tourism/Industrial Dev. Promotion (33%)                     987,112  

Dept. of Health & Human Services - Travel Accessibility (17%)                     508,513  

Subtotal:                  2,991,248  
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Mercury Switch Removal Account 
   2005-06   2006-07   2007-08  2008-09*  2009-10 2010-11** 

   Actual   Actual   Actual   Actual  Actual  YTD (Feb) 

Beginning Balance $0  $1,463,634  $3,666,650  $5,601,546  $1,813,427  $2,725,448  

              

Disbursements $90,058  $227,997  $372,339  $5,707,936  $992,892  $2,549,350  

Receipts $1,553,692  $2,431,013  $2,307,234  $1,919,817  $1,904,913  $1,256,171  

  435260 Title Fees $1,533,692  $2,431,013  $2,307,234  $1,919,817  $1,900,833  $1,254,853  

              

FYE Balance $1,463,634  $3,666,650  $5,601,546  $1,813,427  $2,725,448  $1,432,269  

DENR's Mercury Switch Removal Account (24300 -2119) is funded with $1.00 of the fee ($40.00) for each 

application for a certificate of title (G.S. 20-85(a1)). 

  * Executive "Budget Shortfall Transfer" during FY 2008-09 to support General Fund appropriations ($4,974,768) 

** S.L. 2010-31 directed an additional transfer of $2.25M to support General Fund appropriations in FY 2010-11 
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Budget Options 
 Governor’s proposal directs DOT to assist in making visitor center 

operations receipt-supported by FY 2012-13 

 FY 2011-12 - Eliminate Highway Fund Reserve (“bridge” funds) 

 Reduce remittance rate to the Mercury Switch Removal Account 

 Reduce to $.50, gaining greater than $950k in receipts annually 

 Redirect receipts to offset the Highway Fund Reserve for visitor centers 

($400k) 

 Balance could be a) credited to the Highway Trust Fund (per statute), or b) 

redirected to the Highway Fund 

 FY 2012-13 - Eliminate Special Registration Plate Account Grants 

 Redirect $1.2M in Special Registration Plate Account receipts to the 

Highway Fund 

 

 



Highway Patrol  

Follow-Up 

Joint Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation 

April 5, 2011 



April 5, 2011 7 

Budget Options 
 Consolidate the General Assembly’s budgeting and oversight 

responsibilities under Justice & Public Safety (JPS) 

• Direct reporting to the JPS Appropriations Subcommittee and the Joint 

Legislative Commission on Governmental Operations JPS Subcommittee 

 Transfer Highway Funds (non-matching) to the General Fund 

• Certify Highway Patrol budget in a new General Fund code 

• Cease use of the non-reverting special code for Highway Funds 

• General Fund budgeting requirements apply (i.e., submission of reduction 

options, hiring freezes, appropriations targets, etc.) 

 Budgeting changes coordinated with the Governor’s Department of 

Public Safety consolidation proposal and JPS Subcommittee 

recommendations 



Division of Motor Vehicles 

Follow-Up 
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